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No ,‘Recollection

;‘OfGiVin‘g Copies

By George Lardner Jr. and Martin Schram
-7 Washingtan Post Staff Writers
The White House acknowledged yes-
terday . that President Carter dis-
cussed *low-classification” State De-
partment cables with his brother, Billy,
concerning Billy Carter’s first trip to
Libya in September 1978.
A. . White House spokesman said,
however, that the president “does not
now recall” having shown his brother
the cables or having given lum copies
of them.
The prestdent’s latest dlcclosure in
the controversy about his brother’s ties
to Libya was prompted by revelations
earlier in the day on Capitol Hill at a
meeting of the House Judxualy Com-
mxttee. .
Wustlce Department re001d= turned
“over to the committee Tuesday, com-
mittee: members said, showed that
Billy Carter told government investi-
gators last winter that he had copies
of State Department cable traffic.
about his Libyan trips and  that
“Jimmy gave them to me.” .
Voicing sharp dismay about the con-
tents of that interview, conducted last
Jan. 16 at Billy Carter’s. Buena Vista,
Ga., home, the Judiciary  Committee
quickly: demanded a formal explana-
tion from the president as it, approved
a resolution- of mqulry mto Bllly Car-
ter’s activities. o -
‘Comniittee Chairman Peter w. Ro-
dino Jr. (D-N.J.) said the resolution
could not come up on the House floor
before Aug. 19, after the Democratxc
National Conventlon N
‘ .“Meanwhile, the Justice Departme‘xt
took .back the. documents, drawing.
protests from both . Democratlc and]
Republican committee members.
In its initial response to. the new fl.-

ibya C

ror, the White House- issued a-states)

ment that deputy press. secretary Ray
Jedkins read to reporters yesterday
aftzrnoon

T " ;. '-,__;r,.,,~‘ TR T

JASHINGTON POST
31 July 1980

abi&s

“The preﬂdent’s best recollectxon
the statement said, ‘is that the only

§te Department ecables he has ever
dlscussed with Billy Carter are low
cladsification cables from our embassy
in “Libya reporting on Billy Carter’s
inst trip to Libya in September of
1978 and indicating that the trip had
gone well from the embassy’s pomt of
uew. , .

“The pre31dent does not now recall-

whether he saw the texts of these ca-
bles himself or heard about them
-from others. He does not now recall

showing the texts to Billy Carter orl'

tﬂvmv him copies.”

Jenkms said the cables were proba-

bl§t classified. “confidential”” or.-“lir-
ited use only,” which are relatively
lolv Tankings in the government’s clas-
stt" ation system. Jenkins also-said it
was his “impression” that the presi-
dent had discussed these cables with

Billy Carter shortly after the presi-:

dents brother returned from hlb Sep-
teqxber 1978 trip. .

ep. Harold S. Sawver (R- chh ) dls-
- clgsed. Billy Carter’s account in the
course of committee debate on.the
re$olut10n of . inquiry, which could
‘trigger a second congressional investi-
gation. of Billy - Carter’s. Libvan con-
-nectxons and the administration’s han-
dling of them. The Senate has already
formed . a special subcommlttee to
look mto the matter. .

: wy
Saw-yer said an FBI repoxt on thn

Jan. 16 interview with the president’s.
brother showed that Billy Carter “said
hei had. been ‘furnished ‘all- State De-
partment cable traffic vis-a-vis, beya
and that he had them at his hOuse.”;

Beyond that, Sawyer recounted, “he
[Billy,Carter] said he received ‘them
from 'the - presxdent of the Umted
States » d

‘Sawyer said later fhat he did not re-
call whether Billy Carter pinpointed
any. particular trip: or .date for -his
claims. But the president’s brother did
tell his interrogators that * ‘Jimmy

,4

o

_ga've them. to me,’.” Sawyer told re::

pgrters during a break

#*I'm precisely sure of what. I'm sav-
ing,” Sawyer added..“I'm .a.trial Jaw: .
yér I'read documents very carefully.”

gJustlce Department ofﬁcxals,gtoolv,

e

their four volumes’ of documents back’
from the committee Tuesday evening,
apparently with no intention of releas-
ing them again uatil. the full- House
acts on the resolution of inquiry. But

several
who had a chance to inspect”the rec-
ords before they were: thhdrawn c01
roborated Sawyer’s account.

communications statute by the presi-
dent or Billy Carter is guilty of'a tel]
ony” in lying to government investiga-
tors, Sawyer. contended at one-point.

[Billy Carter} furmshed them to

other committee members

‘“Either it's a gross.\lolauOn of the

He said later that he aasumed the (:'a1
bles were classified. L
“I. wouldn’t be surprised ’lf he

:he Libyan.government,” Sawyer told
reporters. He said the FBI report on
the interview showed that the_ presi-
dent’s brother mentioned the cabie
traffic in support of a claim that his
visits to Libya had been *“good for the
United States.” -

Sawyer said the Justice Denartment
records showed that Billy Carter had
not been telling the truth in the” Jam
16 interview, when he was asked how‘
much he had been paxd by the Li*
byans. =z i -2

‘At that pomt he had been pa:d 320-
000 by the Libyans, by a check that
Randy Coleman, an’ associate of Billy
Carter, had picked-up in Washington
onDec. 27; according to sources.-But
in the Jan. 16 interview, Sawyer saxd
the president’s brother said.he had-re-
ceived “only a few gold bracelets” and?
reimbursement. of some $6,000-to+ $7.- 3
000 iu " expenses he® said he mcurred
while escorting a-.Libyan. delcgatlon
on 2:1979 trip to the United States. _’ 5

Justice - Department Hofficials evi-]
dently chose to ignore the mconmstenv
cies, One department lawyer® who
worked on the'case also-said he was 4
not_aware_ol._any follow:up.effort_to-
check out Billy-Carter’s claims of hav-
ing been given the State Deparim nt
cable traffic by the president. .; :

* Joel Lisker, the héad of the Tustlce
"Department’s foreign agents registra-
tion' unit, and.an FBI ageni who  ac-
companied Lisker, simply felt that it
was - another “of Billy- Carter’s- “irre-

spon51ble 'statements,™ this.. source
_sald BN r.cfé:-.r SESR L ‘v::;!‘; -
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In an interview with United Press
International ; Lisket- confirmed - that
Billy- Carter ~claimed. to have been
given the cables.-by his brother. Lis-
ker said he laid out his copies of vari-
ous. cables about Bllly Calter’s trips,
and  Biily reaponded o

“I see you've got those CI-\ cableﬁ
I'vé 26t them. t00. Lisker said he
fold Billv the caoles were from the
State Department.. te said. he asked

“Billy wnere he:got_ them -and quoted
him as replying: = L

““They're all the same thmg Jlmmy
gave ‘them to’ me.”"

While the White House sald the
cables had:.a “low classification,”
meaning they were not to be held as
secretly "as higher classification ma-

‘terial, . Lisker - told : the Associated
Press that:the: “cables he had wexe
not classified at all.

‘Presidents have' routinely taken 1t
upon themselves to- declassify what.
they choose. But federal law prohi-~
bits other government officers and-
employes from communicating classi-
fied information’ to anyone they have
reason to- believe is an agent of a for-
eign-vgovernment- “unless spemhcally
authorxzed by the president . . . -
. On. a motion_by: Rep. Wﬂham J.
Hughes (D-N.J.), the Judiciary - Com/]
mittee unammously expanded the
resolution- of inquiry to demana that
the presxdent provide the -House with
any ' State ' Department cables ;and
other ' communications --or: memos
furnished to Billy Carter “and the
name of the person or persons’ who
gave him such-documents. .

A spokesman at-the State Depart<
,ment said that except for a relatively
few cables that are limited to the de-|
-partment cables from overseas posts’

receive fairly-wide dlstnbuhon _amonﬁ ]

US government agencies.
" The White House and Natlonal Se

‘eurity ‘Council. have ‘theit’ owngnes-
_sage- centers: and therefore receive

their own copies of diplomatic Cables
from overseas, another State Depart-
ment -official- pointed out.. :.

One White House official who had
seen the cables reoortmg on Billy
Carter’s trip said the parts abou‘
Billy- were “really quite innccuous,”
but ‘that the  cables: went 1nto other
matters as well. :

Commenting at the Whlte Houce on
another facet of the ‘growing contro-
versy, deputy press secretary Jenkins
said that White House apnoeintments

secretary Philip J. Wise Jr . has once |

more checked his telephone records.
- Wise, Jenkins said,- found that he
does in fact.have a record of having
received ‘a call from Billy Carter's
friend and associate-'in "his contacts
with the Libyans, Henry (Randy) Cole-
man, on Jan: 5, 1979. ea i, .
Jenkins said Wlse Lannot recall the
substan, :e of that dlscussxon but other
sources; said that' Colemntan, /presum-
ably ‘acting on’ Billy's behalf did call
Wise at’some point to ask about the

.status of some. C130 military air trans-

ports’ the Libyans wanted.

Billy Carter also told mvestwators
according to several sources, that’ he
tried to- check an the status of the

Cl30s in a call to Wise. But Wise has

said he has no recollection of having
discussed the matter with.Billy Carter.

The -government’s refusal to grant
an exporb license- that would provide
the Libyans ‘with eizht C130s—which
they paid for in the early 1970s—has
been one of the biggest  sore spots
in U.S.-Libyan relations. The United

<"

‘and’-Sawyer told reporters that the

"saxd ithe Libyan official handed Billy.

one he wanted,

i

‘ment on the grounds that some C130s
Libya bought in 1969 were used Jor'
telrorxst activities:” .-
~In: his interview with- AP, Lxsker
confirmed that Billy Carter had to]d:j
him- of calling* Wise about-the ‘€C130s4
and U.S.-Libyan relations in general;”
but Lisker said he now believes Cole
man made the call to the White House:
aide sometime between. October and*!
"November 1978. ]
At the Judiciary Committee meeting
yesterday, Rep ‘Thomas F. Railsback
(R-IlL.) said he felt the committee:
should find out whether Billy Carter |
had any conversations with the presis
dent relatxve to aircraft sold to
'beya ” :
~ Billy - Carfer was asked in his’ Jan K
16 interview 'if he had ever made any
attempts. to..influence the president
—directly - or.-through their mother,}
Lillian—about the C130s, but the
president’s: brother refused to answer,.
saying it-‘was.none of their business.*
Rep: “Harold L. Volkmer (D-Mo.)i

States has refused to approve the ship- J

Justice Department documents alsor
recounted now Billy Carter first. got.
acquainted with-the Libyans, at a meet-:
ing in Plains, Ga., several years ago |
with a Libyan offxual : C et

“According .to the recorus, Sawyer‘

an invitation - addressed - “thej
brother.of the president of the Umted
States.” . Billy, according to this ac-:
count, said he was invited to -Libya '
and was told he could bring along any-
Fexcept .Jews,V, . sun
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